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Title:  Comparing the differences between fact and opinion to develop a journalistic writing approach

Overview and Rationale:

Along with sparking student’s passion by exploring their personal biases, journalism students must be able to understand the difference between personal opinion and factual journalistic reporting 

Goals for Understanding

Develop skills in evaluating journalistic reports

Students will be able to recognize a variety of fact-based and opinion -based sentences, identify articles with bias by listing opinion- based words and create their own article using the “five w” method. 

Essential Questions

What makes a story credible?

What is bias and how do you discover it?

What is the media’s role in creating or uncovering bias?

How do you substantiate your belief in an issue?

How do you identify whether a newspaper article is based primarily on fact or on personal opinion?

Critical Engagement Questions

Do you feel the media shapes our opinions about the truth? How?

How many of you feel that the war on terrorism is just? What television stations do you listen to?  What are their views?

How many believe that it is unjust and that we should leave Iraq immediately? What stations do you watch? 

How do you know when the news is reporting facts to you or is slanting the news to their own belief system? 

What type of adverbs and adjectives reveal emotions?

What is the role of the media– to report the facts or to convince us of their belief? Why? 

Activities: One 75  minute class period 

1. The teacher will lead a class discussion on the difference between factual information and opinion statements by placing five of each on the board and having them identify each.

2. The students will then work in groups to create five sentences that are facts based and five that are opinion based.

3. The students will finally analyze a current article in the Tulsa World and decide within their groups whether it is primarily fact based or opinion based. They will select a reporter to list the adjectives and verbs in two separate columns.

Homework


The students will be given a homework assignment to write a paragraph stating their opinion about a current event. They will support their paragraph with 3 sources of substantial facts. (50 points – 10 points for lead statement, 30 for each fact and 10 for conclusion). 

Activity Two: (75 minute class period)

1. The teacher will lead a brief discussion on the” five w’s “journalistic writing. Afterwards, the students will be asked to use the “five w’s” by reporting on a crime scene they just witnessed. Toward the end of the lecture, a group of drama students will rush in the door disguised as a mugger and a little old lady. One will be will be holding a purse. After acting out their crime scene, they will run out of the room. (2 minutes total). I will then ask the students to use the “5 w’s” to report what they witnessed.

2 They will then write their own article using the “5 w’s” to report about the crime scene. 
3. The students will analyze an article from the Tulsa World identifying the “5 w’s” in the article. 

4. The students will work in pairs. They will read each other’s articles and identify their partner’s “five w’s”. They will also critique for unsubstantiated opinion and for grammatical errors.

5. The students will complete worksheets from Pat Osborne’s School Newspaper Adviser’s Survival Guide. Pages 162 -164. 

Homework
The students will revise their article. They will be graded on the improvements made from the rough draft to the completed version. 

Assessment: 

The students will be graded on their final article and will complete a multiple choice quiz designed to assess their understanding of facts, opinions, biases and the “five w’s”  found in short writings. 100 points.
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